FOP Lodge 76 

Minutes – January 8,  2008

1) Call Meeting to Order – 1930 hrs

2) There were no minutes from the December meeting as the meeting was suspended for the Christmas Party.  Many thanks to Roger for all the hard work organizing the Christmas party.  There were a number of people who hadn’t been seen at meetings for months and years.  It was a great opportunity to renew old friendships and catch up.  Plus,  the food was fantastic.  Also, Thanks to all those who assisted with the Christmas for kids party Especially, Donna, Frank and Roswell.  It was a wonderful event for all involved.

3) Roll Call of Officers & Reports

President’s Report:  

i. On 12-4-07 I attended the LMC meeting in Annapolis.  The issues discussed were the errors found in the promotional rankings and the changes that have ensued.  Also discussed was the issue with the ammunition and that it is being replaced.  

ii. 12-10-07  I  addressed the academy class regarding the FOP membership.  10 new members joined up.

iii. 12-21-07 I Attended the graduation ceremony for the Academy Class.    

iv. I attended two contractual bargaining sessions with the governor’s office and DBM.  The sessions and the contract have not been finalized.  We are trying to get a little more than all state employees to try to bring us in line with other police salaries.  (don’t count on it)  The deadline for ratification has passed but we are continuing to try to come to resolution.

v. The Annual report on the State Police Retirement System has been released.  See Sgt. At Arms Harison’s Report.  If you have questions on the Pension contact Mo Krome, The State Police’s Pension Board Representative or you can call me or attend a regular monthly meeting.  The status of the State Police Pension is of importance to everyone, Active and Retired.

3) Vice President Martyn:   
  excused
































4) Secretary Roswell Jones:
  Excused                 































5) Treasurer Roger Thibaudeau:
  - finance report provided for review.
























  
 Motion to accept-       Poist            2nd –    Harrison                       

motion passed

6)  Sergeant At Arms Bruce Harrison:
Bruce brought to the attention of the membership present that the Pension board had posted the 2007 Pension report on their website.  http://www.sra.state.md.us/.  
In their comprehensive report on page 75 is a report of the actuary on the valuation of the State Police Retirement system as of June 30, 2007.   The report  shows that on June 30, 2006 the unfunded liability of the pension system was $23,998,126.  On June 30, 2007, the unfunded liability was $235,056,850.  That is an INCREASE of 879.5% in the unfunded liability of OUR PENSION SYSTEM.  
Additionally, this year, as of June 30, 2007 there were 1416 members contributing to the system while 2063 members were drawing benefits from the system.  There is cause for concern and the membership, Active and retired need to be aware of the status of this system and work to make sure it is properly funded.  





































7) FOP Trustee  Dan Poist.:
 1)   The State FOP will hold it’s Quarterly Meeting on Saturday January 26, 2008  at the Tidewater Inn in Easton.  If anyone has any issue or concerns that need to be brought up feel free to contact Dan.



 
2) Percey Austin, the past president of Lodge 89 (PG CO PD) and , past chairman of the legislative committee has retired.  It is unsure if he will continue on with the Legislative committee or his involvement with the FOP.  He was a dedicated person and his experience and hard work will be missed.















SLEOLA rep (Doug Forrester):
Excused






Counsel Weiner:
Intoduced Gary McIlhenney, Past MDTA Chief, FOP Lodge 3 Pres, and retired Baltimore City PD who is their firm’s Director of Business Development.  Herb and Gary discussed some of the issues that are being addressed in Wicomico County regarding Collective Bargaining and the need for Binding Arbitration.  Everyone was in agreement that the collective bargainin laws, as they stand today, are weak and need to be firmed up.  It was brought up that the past governor had promised to support a bill to give collective bargain with bindind arbitration to all law enforcement throughout the state but the State FOP never held him to task on that promise.

Additional discussion ensued regarding the status of Law Enforcement in Carroll County.  The current Carroll  County Sheriff’s office has a pension system that is virtually non-existent.  Whatever happens in the county there will be a need to have pay and benefits issues addressed in order to draw qualified applicants who will police the county.  There were discussions regarding the fact that MSP has fallen over the last 6 years from being a top paid agency to a 17 or lower ranking as compared to other agencies in the state.  This affects recruiting and retention and moral.












Associate Members Committee Frank Flaherty:
      26     members in attendance


Old Business










i) Audit –
Waiting for committee findings
















4) New Business   NTR






















5)Good of the Order-
Tom Williams retirement party is January 25, 2008 at Heritage Gardens.  FOP76 and MTA 76 have purchased a table for the event.  Some of those tickets are still available.  If interested in attending contact President McElroy





















6)  Winner of the Drawing:  Jimmy Emerick












5) Motion to adjourn: made by    John Boyd     seconded by 
Roger      


                motion passed and the meeting concluded at approx    2040        hrs        
Reminder that FOP Lodge 76 meeting is held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 1930 hrs.  All members are encouraged to attend.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday February 13, 2008.

The State FOP Legislative Committee meets every Monday @ 1730 in the Annapolis office.  If anyone is interested joining the committed or attending a meeting contact President McElroy @ 410-404-3467

